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PRESIDENT!S MESSAGE

Looking to the new year with hopeful anticipation, on
behalf of all of the members of the LILT Executive
Board, I wish you a positive and rewarding year in the
classroom, and to you and those you love, a year of
boundless happiness, good health, good friends, and
good times. We on the Board look back on 2010 with
satisfaction. Our membership rolls are still on the rise
and the 2010 LILT Annual Conference was a success
with 412 participants. Continue to benefit from LILT
membership by taking a minute to check your mailing
label on the back of this issue. If you see !11 after your
name, you will continue to receive all mailings until the
end of 2011. If you see !10 after your name, your
membership has expired and unless you renew now, this
will be your last issue of the LILT Newsletter.

It is more important now than ever to join your local
LOTE organizations, to get involved and have your
students participate. The State Department of Education
made the following cuts in June of 2010:

• The elimination of Grade 8 Second Language
Proficiency Examinations.

• The elimination of HS Regents Foreign Language
exams except Spanish, French and Italian.

• The discontinuation of translation of exams except
for Spanish.

A budget request for the 2011-2012 testing cycle has
been made in the amount of $15 million. If the money is
not granted, the Spanish, Italian and French HS Regents
exams will also be eliminated in June of 2012.

The state is working on developing Common Core State
Standards in ELA, Math, Social Studies, Science and
Technical Study. Foreign Language is not mentioned
anywhere. Graduation requirements remain intact for
now, but we need to let the State know that LOTE is a
Common Core Subject as well. If we don"t work together,
I fear the future of foreign language education in New
York State will suffer greatly.

The 2010 LILT Annual Conference entitled: Back to the
Future: A Rich History of Innovation was a success
because of diligent preparation. This can be directly
attributed to the voluntary efforts and personal sacrifice

members and officers freely gave. In March, Past
President Adrienne Greenbaum, Chair, ran the
Planning Meeting. I would like to thank her for all her
hard work in handling this meeting for the past two
years. The 2010 conference work continued throughout
the school year and the summer.

Thanks also goes to: SUNY College at Old Westbury for
hosting this year"s conference; On-site Chair, Dr.

Zenaida Madurka, who handled all responsibilities as to
the site (SUNY College at Old Westbury): arranging for
tech help, printing of the program, choosing classrooms
for presentations based on presenters" needs, getting
cost estimates, student helpers, tables and a myriad of
details for the convenience of all. Off-Site Chair,
Francesco Fratto, attended the planning meeting,
prepared the program flyer and assisted on the day of
the conference. Treasurer Ron Taub, handled mail-in
registration, Patricia Miller, Data Technician, updated
the database, prepared labels and badges, while Diana

Riccoboni handled vendor table needs.  Thanks also to
the many other Board members who worked, including
but not exclusive to: Richard Gentile (caterer &
publication expertise), and to all who helped at the
registration table; Adrienne Greenbaum, Immediate
Past President, Richard Zawislak , Secretary
(Department Chair mailing, folder preparation and
registration table), Joan Militscher, Gene Lowenberg,
Historian, Anahí Walton-Schafer, 1st Vice President
and Janet Loehr, 2nd Vice President. A huge thank-you
to Immediate Past President, Nancy Russo-Rumore,
for her never ending drive to make each conference
special, and for her dedication to LILT and to LOTE
teaching. I"m not sure where she finds the energy to do
all that she does, but she does it with great pride and
professionalism. The efficiency and diligence of
Presenter Coordinator Dan Saitta was exemplary, and
LILT is grateful for his contribution in making the
conference so successful again this year.

Dan and I, along with the Executive Board, are so very
grateful for the professionalism and willing generosity of
our workshop presenters to share their expertise with us.
There was something for everyone at 24 workshops
given by: Krystal Asher, Liliana Bascetta, Reyna

Batista, Jennifer Colonna, Lisa Dunn, Renée Fallon,



Debra Goldmeier, Michele Klatch, Dr. Janet Lisy

Picataggio, Pat Lo, Dr. Fran Malkin, Rosa Manzo,
Kathy Mc Aleer (ASL interpreter), Angelo Musto,
Angelita Piche, Nancy Russo-Rumore, L a u r a

Shapiro, Yoshana Silver, Lisa Silveri, Tara Tassani,
Nancy A. Tenure, Keryn Thienachariya, Jessica

Valente, Scott Wikolaski and Jacqueline Wiley. What
would LILT do without you? Kudos and thanks to all of
the above individuals for their hard work!

Information about the annual Student Foreign Language
Competition and the Poster Contest is available now on
our website at WWW.LILTFL.ORG. Only teachers who
have renewed their membership in LILT by December
31, 2010 will be eligible to enter their students in the
Poster and Student Foreign Language Contests. While
you are at our website (WWW.LILTFL.ORG), peruse the
many awards, grant and stipend available to members
and their students. The submission deadline is April 15th.

Now re-energized after the Annual Conference work and
the holidays, I look forward to smooth sailing through the
many upcoming LILT events to be led once again by
experienced event Chairs. Please remember the
Executive Board and I love this organization, and we are
proud of what it accomplishes for the sake of LOTE
education on Long Island. Thank you for your continued
support. In 2011, let us continue in collegiality and
friendship in teaching our students the importance and
enjoyment of speaking other languages and learning
other cultures.
As always, I am united with you toward this goal,

Michele Ortiz

FROM THE EDITOR

This edition partly focuses on the local and national
threats to foreign language study, not vague proposals,
but actual occurrences. With the cuts in the New York
State Proficiency and Regents Exams, many in our state
will see this as an opportunity to cut FL study, and
eventually, FL positions. Now, more than ever, is the
time to become involved in all your FL organizations,
your district"s PTA, and your school board meetings. If
ever before you have felt FL study was an academic
stepchild, now is the time to prevent your beloved
language(s) and profession from becoming orphans.
Frank Marino"s article near the end of this edition is a
call to arms - grasp his ideas, embolden yourself to work
harder in the promotion of FL study, and most assuredly,
become more professionally active.

Centuries of wisdom are summarized in the proverb
Forewarned is forearmed. Become informed as to what
is happening in your department and district, network
with political leaders and businessmen, protect yourself.

If you"re not personally willing to fight for what you love
most, who will? (LILT certainly cannot do it all alone.)

KEEP YOUR PERSONAL INFORMATION CURRENT

Kindly keep your personal information up to date, which
you can very easily do on LILT"s website, LILTFL.ORG.
To be doubly sure, you can also e-mail this information
to LILT"s Treasurer, Ron Taub, at rontaub@liltfl.org.

CONGRATULATIONS

To Richard Gentile for completing 30 consecutive years
of active service as a member of LILT"s Executive
Board. As one of LILT"s cofounders, he has served LILT
in many capacities, and is presently the LILT Newsletter
Editor, Catering Coordinator, Webmaster Liaison and
Assistant, and as a member of the Awards, Grant and
Stipend Committee.

To Anahí Walton-Schafer for being elected a NYSAFLT
Regional Director for Long Island. Her term begins on
January 1, 2011.

THANK YOU

To Nancy Russo-Rumore for coordinating all LILT"s
30th anniversary celebratory events in 2010. The grand
finale took place on a beautiful Sunday afternoon on
October 24th when twenty-four LILT members, their
spouses and friends attended a production of Man of La
Mancha at the Smithtown Center for the Performing Arts.
The company included many various talented Long
Island native singers and actors. LILT would like to thank
all those who attended supporting Long Island theater,
and LILT"s closing 30th anniversary event.

LILT!S 30TH ANNIVERSARY PHOTO CONTEST

LILT"s first Digital Photo Contest to celebrate LILT"s 30th

Anniversary was held in September, and was a
resounding success. Fourteen amateur LILT member
photographers submitted forty digital photos that were
judged by four highly experienced, volunteer
photographic judges.  Through the excellent and efficient
help of  Ellen Goldstein, Town of Oyster Bay Director of
the TOB Community Rotational Art Program, LILT easily
obtained the help of artists: Monica Agosta, Robert A.
Bloom, Stan Kaufman and Eileen Walk. For Nancy
Russo-Rumore, the Chair of this contest, it was a highly
interesting and unforgettable experience to talk and work
with these judges, all of whom are so passionate about
their work.

Monica Agosta is a free-lance photographer who has
worked as a photo assistant for the Associated Press, a
photo assistant at Gannett"s Journal News, and an intern
at Eyewitness News, WABC-TV. Mainly a self-taught
photographer, she received a degree in Radio/Television
Production from SUNY New Paltz, and took additional
instruction with#Bobbi Lane and David H. Wells,
commercial, travel and stock photographers; Maggie
Steber, a documentary photographer; and Ira Block and
Yva Momatiuk of National Geographic. Monica has won
numerous awards for her landscape and outdoor
photographs, has served as a judge on various art
competitions. and has presented shows of her work at



various locales on LI and in NYC. (Website under
construction)

Robert Bloom is a published author and composer as
well as a photographic artist.#He uses LI"s scenic
landscape to produce “photographic images . . . edited
so as to resemble paintings”.#He has served as a judge
in many art competitions and has exhibited his works at
numerous locations all over LI, at various universities,
libraries, art councils, banks, town offices, malls, art
auctions, benefits and photo exhibits, such as Old
Westbury Gardens and Caumsett"s Foundation Annual
Benefit,#just to name a few.#Via the following websites,
people all over the globe have had the opportunity to
view Mr. Bloom"s exceptional work:# liartgroup.com and
yessy.com.#He invites you to enjoy a visit to these
websites and experience the beauty of L.I. through his
artistic eye.#

Stan Kaufman"s Creative Design Studio, a graphic
design studio in Bayville, began when he fell in love with
photography at the age of 7, set up a darkroom over a
tub at 13, and got his first 35 mm camera shortly
thereafter. Stan"s work is a result of a melding of his
education, having received an undergraduate degree in
science, and then a Master of Fine Art from Pratt
Institute. His freelance work has been sold to corporate
clients, have won numerous awards and have been
used for illustrations, editorial pieces, exhibitions and
decoration.#His “painterly" photographs are printed on
watercolor papers using pigmented inks.#To view Stan"s
unique photography visit:#www.stankaufman.com.

Eileen Walk, a retired art teacher from North Shore HS
and the Herricks SD, received both undergraduate and
graduate degrees from the School of Arts and Art
Professions at NYU. She continued her studies at the Art
Students" League, the University of Urbino, Italy, twice at
the National Gallery of Art Summer Institute, Savannah
College of Art & Design, Connecticut Graphic Arts
Center, the Sagamore Great Camp Artists" Institute, as
well as numerous programs at the Metropolitan Museum
of Art, and local colleges. She served as an artist-in-
residence at the NYS Summer School of the Visual Arts
for HS students, and has exhibited her work at the
Nassau County Museum of Art, Chelsea Center for
Cultural Development, Hutchins Gallery at C.W.Post,
and NYIT. One can see her work at many LI venues this
year.

The contest included three criteria for judging:

Interest and consistency with the theme of the
category, 40%

Visual appeal, 30%
Photo quality, 30%

Each judge was sent a CD ROM of the qualifying
photos. They also had the opportunity to visit a special,
by invitation only website, created by our Secretary,
Richard Zawislak to view the photos online. Judges
graded each photo using the above criteria. All four sets

of scores were then averaged. Chair Nancy Russo-
Rumore is pleased to announce the winners of LILT"s
first Photo Contest:

1st Place: Francesca Engleson, Prize: $100
2nd Place: Giuseppina Santi, Prize: $75
3rd Place: Marie  Nuzzi, Prize: $50
Honorable Mention: JoAnn Porter & Erika Studer,

Prize: One year LILT membership, gratis

The success of this event was due to the interest and
work of many people. Thanks to: LILT President Michele
Ortiz for her advice and support; Richard Zawislak,
Secretary, for his innovative and tireless work in
preparing the special Google website with entries; and
the members of the LILT Executive Board who approved
the idea and supported the funding of this event for the
opportunity, benefit and enjoyment of our members.
Thanks again to thank Ellen Goldstein, Town of Oyster
Bay, and our illustrious photographic artist judges who
did not receive any compensation from LILT for their
time and effort, but rather graciously and willingly
participated for the sake of the art of photography and
their love of that special craft. Finally, thanks go to all of
our LILT member-contestants who availed themselves of
the chance to have their work juried by professionals in
the field from LI. The winning photos are now on display
at the LILT website (WWW.LILTFL.ORG) and were also
exhibited at the 2010 LILT Annual Conference.
Submitted by Nancy Russo-Rumore, Emerita

TEACHING POSITIONS AVAILALBLE

Oceanside Schools, FLES leave replacement, January-
March. Contact Dr. David Rose, Director of World
Languages K-12, at drose@oceansideschools.org or
(516) 678-7533.

Wantagh HS, French II, III (Regents, 2 sections), French
4H and College French, leave replacement beginning
late March/April 2011 until the end of the school year.
Contact Pat Calosso, LOTE Supervisor at
calossop@wantaghschools, or (516) 679-6361.

THE EXCELLENCE AND INNOVATION
IN LANGUAGE LEARNING ACT

The Excellence and Innovation in Language Learning
Act (Introduced on July 30, 2010) directs the Secretary
of Education to undertake certain national activities at
the elementary and secondary school level that include:
(1) expanding the collection and dissemination of
information on effective foreign language education; (2)
encouraging states to adopt nationally recognized
standards for foreign language education and effective
assessments that are aligned to such standards; and (3)
providing scholarships to students and their teachers for
study-abroad  opportunities.

The act also directs the Secretary to award competitive
grants to states to improve their elementary and
secondary school foreign language programs. It requires
each state grantee to use its grant to: (1) develop foreign



language and international education policy and
programs; (2) appoint a state foreign language and
international education advisory council to assist it in
doing so; (3) designate a state language and
international education coordinator or coordinators; (4)
adopt nationally recognized standards for foreign
language education and effective assessments that are
aligned to such standards; (5) implement in- and pre-
service foreign language teacher training programs; (6)
provide scholarships and incentives to recruit new
teachers and encourage existing teachers to receive
training; and (7) provide technical assistance to
elementary and secondary schools.

Furthermore, the act directs the Secretary to award
competitive matching grants to partnerships between
state or local educational agencies and institutions of
higher education to develop and maintain, or improve
and expand, model programs that ensure the continuity
of student progress in foreign language proficiency from
kindergarten through grade 12. It requires each model
program to include a research and evaluation
component. Submitted by Michele Ortiz, LILT President

CAREERS AND LANGUAGE SKILLS

The Speak Your Languages video series can be used in
your classroom to show students careers that use
language skills every day. Each video is less than 10
minutes long and may be purchased individually or as a
complete set from the ACTFL bookstore. Go to
ACTFL.ORG for more information. Submitted by Nancy
Russo-Rumore, Emerita

SUMMER STUDY ABROAD

Stony Brook University offers FL summer study in Alcalá
de Henares, Spain; Beijing and Hong Kong, China;
Konstanz, Germany; Mishima, Japan; Montpellier,
France; Rome, Italy, St. Petersburg, Russia, and at
various S. Korean universities. Go to www.stonybrook.
edu/studyabroad for more details.

SUNY College at Old Wesbury offers a summer program
in the art, culture and people of Spain, July 6-13, earning
3 graduate credits in 4 weeks. Contact Zenaida Madurka
at madurkaz@oldwestbury.edu for further information.

BUDGET-CUTTING COLLEGES
BID SOME LANGUAGES ADIEU

The bad news was not unexpected: sweeping cutbacks
at the State University of New York at Albany, prompted
by sweeping cutbacks in state aid. The reactions, too,
had a whiff of the familiar: student rallies, faculty
resolutions, an online petition. But then came an op-ed
article in the French newspaper Le Monde, calling the
cuts Orwellian. And an open letter from the French
philosopher Jean-Luc Nancy, sarcastically suggesting
that universities give up teaching the humanities
altogether.

If the cuts have struck a nerve far from this upstate
campus and in more than one language, it is in large

part because they involve language itself, and some
cherished staples of the curriculum. The university
announced this fall that it would stop letting new
students major in French, Italian, Russian and the
classics. The move mirrors similar prunings around the
country at other public colleges and universities that are
reeling from steep drops in state aid. After a generation
of expansion, academic officials are being forced to lop
entire majors. More often than not, foreign languages —
European ones in particular — are on the chopping
block.

The reasons for their plight are many. Some languages
may seem less vital in a world increasingly dominated by
English. Websites and new technologies offer instant
translations. The small, interactive classes typical of
foreign language instruction are costly for universities.
But the paradox, some experts in higher education say,
is that many schools are eliminating language degrees
and graduate programs just as they begin to embrace an
international mission: opening campuses abroad,
recruiting students from overseas and talking about
graduating citizens of the world. The University at
Albany"s motto is “The World Within Reach.”

 “There"s no way on earth we should be cutting these
languages,” said John M. Hamilton, Executive Vice
Chancellor and Provost at Louisiana State University,
where officials this year decided to phase out majors in
German and Latin, as well as basic instruction in
Portuguese, Russian, Swahili and Japanese, after losing
$42 million in public financing over the last two years.
“We should be adding languages and urging more
students to take them,” Dr. Hamilton added. “I"m being
asked to prepare students for the global economy, but
this is almost like asking them to use the abacus instead
of computers.”

Most public colleges still teach languages, but fewer are
allowing students to make them a specialty. The
University of Maine"s president, Robert A. Kennedy, has
recommended suspending undergraduate degree
programs in German and Latin. This fall at the University
of Nevada, Reno, students can no longer declare majors
in German Studies or minors in Italian. At Winona State
University in Minnesota, officials have placed a
moratorium on new majors in French and German while
it challenges the faculty to make those disciplines more
relevant to the contemporary world.

Other schools, public and private, have recently
eliminated or diluted the foreign-language component of
their core curriculums. Starting next fall at the Columbian
College of Arts and Sciences at The George Washington
University, students will no longer have to take a foreign
language to graduate, although they may use language
courses to help fulfill a broader humanities requirement.

Bob Peckham, a professor of French at the University of
Tennessee at Martin whose own program came under
threat, has made it his mission to fight the retrenchments



nationwide. As Chairman of the Commission on
Advocacy of the American Association of Teachers of
French, he monitors cutback proposals and provides
research that helps campuses tailor their protests.
“There are at least 54 foreign language majors that have
been either threatened or eliminated,” Dr. Peckham said.
“People don"t realize that this is happening in a lot of
places.”

Still, languages are holding their own on campus. A
report due Wednesday from the Modern Language
Association, which advocates for language programs
nationwide, will show that overall enrollments in college
language classes are actually up over 2006, when the
last survey was conducted, and are at their highest level
since 1960. One reason is a surge of interest in
languages like Arabic and Spanish, which is thriving on
campus in response to the nation"s growing Latino
population. China"s rising importance has prompted
more college programs in Mandarin, and the Chinese
government has been generous in financing them.

Richard N. Haass, the President of the Council on
Foreign Relations, caused a stir with a speech last
month to the American Council on the Teaching of
Foreign Languages in which he questioned the
prominence of European language instruction, given the
shift of power centers and political hot spots from Europe
to Asia and the Middle East. “My argument wasn"t so
much against this or that language,” Dr. Haass, a former
State Department official, said in an interview. “But if
we"re going to remain economically competitive and
provide the skill and manpower for government, I think
we need more Americans to learn Chinese or Hindi or
Farsi or Portuguese or Korean or Arabic. In an ideal
world, that wouldn"t mean fewer people would know
Spanish, French, German and Italian. But in a real world,
it might.”

Rosemary G. Feal, Executive Director of the Modern
Language Association, rejected the notion of languages
as “a zero-sum game,” and said the field had become
too responsive to fads. “We always do these things in fits
and starts,” said Dr. Feal, who is a Spanish professor at
the University at Buffalo. “We pick targets of opportunity
as the geopolitical circumstances change, and we don"t
create a steady infrastructure so that language learning
at a deep level is possible.” She said the program cuts
also revealed an “Anglocentric perspective” that fluency
in English was enough to understand the world. “How
can you be a comprehensive university center,” Dr. Feal
said, “and not offer students even the chance to take
advanced courses in French, German, Russian and
Italian, to read Goethe in the original?”

It is a tough choice, but a necessary one as publicly
funded universities can no longer rely on piecemeal,
one-time cuts to balance budgets, said Terry W. Hartle,
a senior vice president of the American Council on
Education. Across the country, he said, foreign language

programs “are being looked at carefully with an eye
toward measuring student demand versus expenses.”

At SUNY Albany, which has lost tens of millions of
dollars in state aid in the past few years and faces
another $13 million loss this year, the situation has
“reached a breaking point,” said its Provost, Susan D.
Phillips.

The French Department has seven full-time faculty
members and 40 majors, while 15 doctoral students do
“a great deal of the undergraduate instruction,” Dr.
Phillips said. In Russian, there are three full-time faculty
members for 19 majors. By contrast, the
Communications Department employs six full-time
faculty members for 520 majors. The university, which
has also stopped accepting new majors in theater, has
suspended degree programs in French, Italian and
Russian. Making the change permanent would require
State Department of Education approval.

Dr. Phillips said she hoped some instruction would
continue in those languages. Currently, classes are
offered in 13 languages, including Arabic, Dutch,
Hebrew and Korean; students can earn undergraduate
degrees in Spanish, Chinese and Japanese, and in East
Asian Studies.

Meanwhile, those who have declared French, Russian or
Italian as a major or minor say they worry that their
diplomas could lose value if the degree programs
vanish. Jessica Stapf, a freshman, arrived on campus
planning to pursue a double major in French and political
science, followed by a master"s in French, the only
language in which the university offered advanced
degrees. She hopes to land a job someday with the
United Nations in Africa, where French is widely spoken.

Though the university made an exception and allowed
her to declare a French major anyway, she was advised
that she would need to cram 11 upper-level courses into
the next three semesters. The master"s, she said,
appears to be out of the question. “It"s extraordinarily
inconvenient for me,” Ms. Stapf said. “If the university
wants to provide that !world within reach" they"ve been
sloganeering about, then they have to provide the
languages that bring the world within reach.” Reprinted
from The New York Times, December 3, 2010

WHERE WERE YOU? WHERE WILL YOU BE?

Thank you, LILT, for a super Annual Conference this
year. It was nothing short of inspirational to see the
numbers of dedicated LOTE teachers, who took the time
on what was a beautiful November Saturday, to present
and/or participate in such a terrific series of meaningful
and valuable workshops. Our profession is in good and
capable hands if the segment of presenters and
attendees, who represented the “younger generation” (a
relative term, I admit), are any indication.

Thank you, too, for the responsibility to your membership
that you demonstrated by arranging for a “post



conference” meeting to discuss the status of LOTE in
New York State. At that meeting we were told of efforts
underway by FLACS to provide proficiency tests locally
since NY State will not do it this year. Thank you,
FLACS. Also, attendees met in groups to brainstorm
current "issues” as they saw them and understood them
at the time. A difficult task in these days of uncertainty,
unanswered questions, and “Who"s in charge?”

Nancy Russo-Rumore, Immediate LILT Past President,
urged we ratchet up our advocacy efforts as a profession
(Thank you, Judy Martialay and Louise Terry for paving
the way.), and contact legislators who are, or need to be,
shown why they should be supportive of LOTE
programs, and even more importantly, to recharge
efforts to contact businesses (This is not a new idea;
thank you, David Graham). Let them demonstrate to
students, to schools and to colleges the “cash value” of
LOTE for business students and majors who include it in
their portfolios. Aurora O"Brien circulated AAT"s petition
in reaction to threats to our programs, and counseled us
on important petition protocols.

I"m really glad I went to that meeting, and others there
also seemed to feel it was time well spent. The
suggestion that we needed to involve the parents, whose
kids love our classes, was repeated and repeated as we
were reminded never to forget the power of parents.

LILT had provided ample advanced notice that this
meeting had been added to the schedule, Why, then
weren"t more people there? Was an opportunity for all of
us to work together toward solutions and strategies not
necessary? I would have liked to have heard more
points of view.

Now for the question words, always worth practicing,
and for some thoughts about the state of LOTE
nationally:

• Who"s responsible for this thing called PARCC (You
can Google it.) that I heard about at a LILAC (Long
Island Language Arts Council) meeting recently? As I
understand it, it"s a national group that"s producing
national core standards tests for ELA and Math.
(Science, Social Studies folks, and this LOTE guy, sat
there mystified wondering when, or if, “our turn” would
come). WHO?

• What are we going to do when we don"t have enough
qualified people to continue regional writing of state
assessments? Are our programs going to fold? Or is
LOTE going to remain strong because of its inherent
value, the way it does without SLP"s and Regents
exams in 49 other states (admittedly in varying
degrees of “strength”)? WHAT?

• When is someone going to be available to answer our
questions? At that LILAC conference, the moderator,
who was part of an ELA task force in Albany, kept
answering, “I don"t know,” and it wasn"t his fault. This
man (on a committee of three ELA people) had actually

met with the new Commissioner who, by the way, is in
favor of performance-based assessments, we were
told. HELLOOOOOOO… Our SLP and Regents were
the first performance-based credit bearing
assessments in New York State. Ask your ELA
colleagues if they"ve heard about this “stuff.” Mine
have. WHEN?

• Where is the outrage? (Ever heard that before?
Sounds familiar.) This time, where is the outrage
among educational professionals who were not “in on”
this “corporate PARCC thing,” and who now have
rights to a mere 15% contribution allotment to each
state"s PARCC Core Standards document? WHERE?

• Why weren"t LOTE folks aware of all this? And, if some
were, why weren"t we, the teachers? It"s been going on
since March. Core Standards drafts are online. If it
weren"t for one of Mike Keany"s listservs, I never
would"ve known about this. When I found out about it, I
alerted LOTE colleagues, and went to the LILAC
meeting. WHY?

• How is LOTE going to be part of students" programs as
a result of this “walk in the PARCC,” if you will? HOW?

• How many times… echoes of Peter, Paul and Mary,
must a LOTE teacher fight? The answer, my friend, is
always… and generations of LOTE professionals
before us have fought, as many of us still out there
have and will continue to. HOW MANY?

• How much time will it take before our younger teachers
realize the lessening of LOTE programs will mean the
loss of their jobs? (Read “job” as “life"s work,”
“passion,” “reason for being.”) At the LILT Annual
Conference there were lots of energetic people of all
ages with “jobs” like that. HOW MUCH?

It"s a new day. Every day is a new day. And certainly, in
LOTE, there are lots of new days… with new issues,
new challenges, and new battles. Some of us welcomed
the NY LOTE mandates when they finally occurred but
haven"t forgotten for a moment how we fought to make
them happen.

Contact those legislators. Advocate for LOTE with
businessmen and businesswomen. Support LOTE
programs in your local school districts. Find out about
successful LOTE programs that don"t have SLP or
Regents exams (source: the other 49 states). Advocate,
in the true sense of the word.

LILT was founded as a group that could serve as a
coalition of the AAT"s and FLACS so that the strengths
of each organization could contribute to the strength of
the LOTE professional community. We are all the same
people, each with a different role to play.

If not us, WHO? And if not now, WHEN?

Submitted by Frank D. Marino, Jr., Great Hollow MS,
Nesconset



PROFESSIONAL CALENDAR
2011

Jan. 13 AATF Nassau, Soirée de Hockey, Nassau
Coliseum

Jan. 14 FLACS meeting, Hauppauge
Feb. 4 AATI LI Professional Meeting, Place TBA
MAR. LILT Professional  Development

Workshops begin

MAR. 1 Deadline for LILT Student Foreign

Language Competition submissions

Mar. 7-11 National Foreign Language Week
Mar. 8-10 AATF Suffolk, Le Grand Concours
Mar. 16 AATF Nassau, Le Grand Concours
MAR. 18 Deadline for LILT Poster Contest

submissions

MAR. 19 Judging of Student FL Competition

entries, Bay Shore Middle School

MAR. 31 Deadline for LILT Plaque orders

Mar. TBA AATI LI Annual Poetry Contest, Place TBA
APR. LILT Professional  Development

Workshops end

Apr. 2-4 NECTFL Conference, Baltimore

Apr. 6 SUNY Old Westbury, free concert of 21st

century music by Spanish composers, at the
Maguire Theater, 5 PM

Apr. 8 FLACS meeting, Molloy College
Apr. 12 AATF Nassau, Annual French Poetry Contest
Apr. 14 SUNY Old Westbury, a one day, free

symposium, New York en Español, Student
Union. Contact Dr. Zenaida Madurka at
madurkaz@ oldwestbury.edu for information.

APR. 15 Deadline for LILT Award, Grant and

Stipend submissions. Applications can be
found on LILT"s website, WWW.LILTFL. ORG

May 11 AATF Suffolk, Distribution des Prix, Deer
Park HS

May 14 AATI LI Annual Award and Scholarship
Luncheon, West Hempstead

May 19 AATF Nassau, Distribution des Prix, Herricks
HS

May 20 FLACS meeting, place TBA
MAY TBA LILT Spring General Membership Meeting

Jun. 1 AATSP LI Engrega de Premios, Jericho HS

A LOOK AT NEW YORK STATE EDUCATION:
WHERE ARE WE GOING?

Roger Tilles, Long Island Representative of the New
York State Board of Regents, recently spoke at several
local venues to discuss the future of the NYS education
system. The Regents are considering numerous
alternatives to both the current teacher and student
evaluation systems. As far as the impact on the LOTE
(and other) state exams is concerned, the Regents" goal
is to continue the tests ONLY if the state legislature
approves $15 million for the program. If this money is not
allotted, their recommendation is for the state to charge
each school district $5.93 per student to cover the costs
of providing the exams. In the long run, Regent Tilles
said that there will still be state exams, but not all as
currently exist. The Regents will continue to push for
inclusion of LOTE, Global History, Economics, etc. in the
graduation requirements, but these curricular areas may
not be tested by New York State through the Regents
program. Submitted by Joan Militscher, Emerita

CIA DIRECTOR LEON E. PANETTA  HOSTED
FOREIGN LANGUAGE SUMMIT

Central Intelligence Agency Director Leon E. Panetta
hosted a foreign language summit on December 8, 2010
to explore how government and academia can better
collaborate to advance the study of foreign languages.
The summit was co-sponsored by the University of
Maryland's Center for Advanced Study of Language
(CASL). Director Panetta has made strengthening
foreign language expertise at the CIA a key objective of
"CIA 2015," the Agency's strategic plan. He aims to

double the number of analysts and collectors who are
proficient in foreign languages and increase by 50
percent the number of CIA officers with the right
language skills serving in jobs that require foreign
languages. Summit participants discussed ways of
expanding foreign language proficiency, strategies and
best practices for language instruction, and the potential
benefit of new technologies.

Director Panetta and Secretary of Education Arne
Duncan delivered keynote addresses. Other scheduled
speakers included: Senators Barbara Mikulski and
Benjamin Cardin, Ambassador Patrick Kennedy, Under
Secretary of State for Management, and Clifford Stanley,
Under Secretary of Defense for Personnel and
Readiness. Reprinted from the International Business
Times. Submitted by Nancy Russo-Rumore, Emerita

ASL RECOGNIZED AS A WORLD LANGUAGE

The State Board of Education in Delaware has
recognized American Sign Language as a “world”
language. Starting in September 2011, high school
students will be allowed to study ASL, and must
complete two years in order in to receive a diploma. This
will ultimately force the University of Delaware to re-think
its hardline policy of denying acceptance to high school
graduates who have successfully completed a Regents
sequence in ASL. Submitted by Barbara Driscoll Woo,
East Meadow School District

Thank you to Frank Marino, Michele Ortiz, Nancy Russo-
Rumore, Ron Taub, and Anahí Walton-Schafer for
proofreading this edition.



Richard Gentile
LILT Newsletter Editor
99 Soundview Road
Huntington, NY 11743

IF ’10 APPEARS AFTER YOUR LAST NAME ABOVE,

YOUR MEMBERSHIP HAS EXPIRED - THIS WILL BE YOUR LAST

MAILING. RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP NOW!
PLEASE CUT HERE ! -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

MAIL-IN MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION ONLY (Go to LILTFL.ORG to register on-line.)

P L E A S E  P R I N T  C A R E F U L L Y  I N  B O L D  B L U E  O R  B L A C K  I N .

*REQUIRED FIELDS

Last Name* _______________________________ ! New, First Name* _________________________________

Former Last Name _________________________________

Home Address* _________________________________________________________________________ ! New

City* ______________________________________________ State*_________________ Zip* ____________

Home Phone* (          ) ____________________ ! New, Home Fax (          ) ________________________ ! New

E-MAIL ADDRESS*______________________________________________________________________ ! New

School Name/District _____________________________________________________________________ ! New

School Address ______________________________________ ! New, ___________ State ______________Zip

School Phone* (          ) ____________________ ! New, School Fax* (         ) _______________________ ! New

Languages and levels you teach.* _________________________________________________________________

Dues* (check one):   ! $20 Individual   ! $10 Full-Time Student   ! $10 Emeritus   ! $500 Lifetime

! I am a NEW LILT member*.               ! I am RENEWING my LILT membership*.

! I am interested in being a JUDGE for the LILT Student Foreign Language Competition*.

Make your check PAYABLE TO LILT and mail to: Ron Taub, 16 Radford Road, Lake Grove, NY 11755


